
HATCHLINGS NESTLINGS

Can you
confidently
find, identify
and safely
reach the
nest?

YES

Carefully return the bird into the
nest. Double check that it is the
correct nest. Watch from a safe
distance for 1 to 2 hours to find
out whether the parents have
returned and have fed the birds
in the nest.

Have the parents returned, fed
and attended their offspring?

YES NO

NO

FLEDGLINGS

Is the bird in immediate danger?
Are there any cats in the area,
which cannot be confined for the
time being? Watch out for cars,
cats, dogs, predators and people.
Make sure that you are safe!

YES

Move the bird to a safer place nearby.
Do not put the bird into the water, if you
believe or even know that the bird is a
seabird, waterbird or similar.  Do not
throw the bird into the air with the
intention to assist the bird in flying.
Choose a place where you can safely
observe the bird from a distance, but
are also able to interfere and retrieve
the bird when necessary.

Watch from a safe distance for 1 to 2
hours to find out whether the parents
have returned and have fed the bird.
Whilst watching the bird try to identify
the bird species. It might be useful to
contact a bird rescue or bird
rehabilitator whilst watching to get
some more species related advice,
which may change the course of action
(e.g. in the case of rooks or barn owls).

Have the parents returned, fed
and attended the bird?

YES

Leave the area
to not further
disturb the bird
family.

NO

SECURE THE
BIRD AND
CONTACT
RESCUE (see
red box)

JUVENILES
AND 

ADULTS

Watch the bird for a while and try to
establish whether there are any signs
of unusual behaviour or other problems
you would not normally expect to see in
a juvenile or adult bird, such as being
unusually tame or responding in
unusual ways to other birds, humans or
other external influences. If unsure
please contact a bird rescue or bird.
rehabilitator for further advice, whilst
you are staying and observing the bird.

Leave the area
to not further
disturb the bird
family.

NO

Watch from a safe distance for 1 to 2
hours to find out whether the parents
have returned and have fed the bird.
Whilst watching the bird try to identify
the bird species. It might be useful to
contact a bird rescue or bird
rehabilitator whilst watching to get
some more species related advice,
which may change the course of action
(e.g. in the case of rooks or barn owls).

Have the parents returned, fed
and attended the bird?

NOYES

CONTACT RESCUE

Get in touch as soon as possible with an experienced bird rescue or rehabilitator in your area. If it is safe, secure
the bird and put him or her into a padded and well ventilated secure carrier. Make sure to take appropriate
precautions when handling a potentially dangerous bird. If in doubt what to do and what is safe, stay with the
bird until an experienced rescuer arrives to secure the bird. Do not give any food or water to the bird. Time is of
an essence for the survival of the bird.

Leave the area
to not further
disturb the bird
family.

SECURE THE
BIRD AND
CONTACT
RESCUE (see
red box)

SECURE THE
BIRD AND
CONTACT
RESCUE (see
red box)

SECURE THE
BIRD AND
CONTACT
RESCUE (see
red box)
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